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LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT ON THE UNIFYING 
IMPORTANCE OF CIVILITY 

Civility in American politics has often been in 
short supply.  Surveying our history, Aaron 
Burr killed Alexander Hamilton in an 1804 
duel. In 1856, on the floor of the U.S. Senate 
Representative Brooks beat Senator Sumner with his walking 
cane, and in 1861 uncivil U.S. politics sunk us into civil war.  

Those of us involved in government and politics bring strong 
convictions concerning issues and people. Our convictions 
are accompanied by animosities and loyalties playing out 
from the local to the national level. That said, remember that 
the Pachyderm Club is not simply an extension of one’s 
personal Facebook page.  Our Pachyderm objective is to 
promote good government by enabling good politics though 
political education and exchange of ideas in a civil and 
respectful environment.  

Pachyderm Club civility commences at the top with leaders establishing an 
environment conducive to good order and respectfulness, with consistent 
reinforcement and reminders of this foundational notion.  Should civility fail, it is 
the responsibility, first of the president, and then of fellow members, to immediately 
restore a civil atmosphere.  

Our bylaws –and common courtesy– dictate that we entertain the views of all 
members, “regardless of their political leanings within the Republican Party.” Our 
speakers and visitors are our guests and must be afforded the respect we should have 
for other members. It is critical that all parties understand that they will have an 
opportunity to present their positions and that individual members are free to draw 
their own conclusions. 

Outside attacks on Republicans and our Republican Party have brought us into the 
2020 election cycle far more united than in recent elections.  Our challenge is to 
turn unity into positive political action and a winning Republican landslide in 
November.  Pachyderm Clubs are critical to Republican Party unity and unity is 
drawn from civility within our clubs. 

Bill McCoy 
National President 
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Send us your news!  

Please contribute to our National newsletter (and our Facebook page) by letting us know what is happening at 
your local Club chapter.  Did you host a particularly notable speaker recently?  Has your club or have any of 
your members received any special public recognitions lately?  Do you have any important upcoming events or 
fundraisers?  If so, let us know!  Email your club news to sfeather@pachyderms.org. 

  

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – ON BUILDING LEADERSHIP 

 While recognizing that winter remains the season for many of our members 
(yes, that’s you, Montana & Idaho), for our other members across our United 
States spring is in the air.  And with spring in America, comes Baseball 
Season! 

We, as Pachyderm Club members, can learn many important lessons from 
baseball as we work to build a stronger, more resilient, and winning 
organization.  A pro pitcher does not one day simply grab a ball and start 
throwing strikes.  A batter does not just decide to stroll up to the plate and start 
hitting homeruns.  A fielder does not casually adjust to catch a line drive or 
one-hopper. – These players have practiced and honed their skills over the 
course of many years.  They rose up through the ranks from Little League to 
high school to minor leagues and to the big leagues.   

 The players we watch at major league ballparks learned from their coaches 
and teammates at every level of their journey to the spotlight.  Pachyderm Clubs 
must do the same with the leadership development of our members.  We cannot 
just step up to the microphone and start throwing verbal fastballs for strikes and 
knocking questions out of the park as they are thrown at us.  At every Pachyderm 
Club meeting we are practicing our craft, learning our field and honing our skills.  
We learn from our pitching coaches (aka, our speakers).  We learn to recognize 
the “spin on a pitch” coming our way.  We learn how to pose and field questions.  
We gain an understanding of how to make adjustments and to work as a team. 
 Obviously, I could go on and on with these analogies and metaphors about what we learn from our 
Pachyderm meetings, but I also want to emphasize another important baseball lesson we need to employ: Build 
your farm teams!  Our organization will only endure if we develop our Pachyderm farm team players.  We must 
always be scouting for new members.  We must develop their talents.  We must expose them to a wide variety 
of approaches and perspectives. We must teach them how to make their pitches, how to field questions and to 
understand the nuances of baseball (aka, government & politics).  Not everyone will become a Ted Williams or 
a Mickey Mantle, but most can become solid team members. 
 So my challenge to you this election year is to continue your winning ways, while at the same time making 
specific efforts to identify and recruit younger players to join your leadership team; then help them develop the 
skills to become potential all-stars for the Pachyderm team.  Let them introduce the speaker or run a meeting or 
moderate a candidate forum. Practice at every meeting. Be a player/coach. Keep your eye on the ball! 

SuZanne Feather* 
Executive Director 

sfeather@pachyderms.org 
*Ghost written by Leo Vasquez of the Greater Houston Pachyderm Club 

 

“Pachyderm 

Clubs must 

build our farm 
teams” 
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Meet Your National Board Members 

 

In this newsletter issue, we introduce National Board 
Member, Sam Nunnally of Kalispell, Montana and 
the Glacier Pachyderm Club.  Sam has been active in 
his community for many years.  While recently being 
elected as a city council member, he has previously 
been involved in everything from area Search & 
Rescue and disaster response, to leadership positions 
in the county fair, to being a Sheriff Reserve Deputy.  
 
 
 
 

 
Leading by example, Sam believes in the 
Pachyderms’ mission and works to encourage 
active participation in the political process.  
He wants to make a positive difference for his 
family in Montana and for the United States 
as a whole. 

Pachyderm Preamble 

It is our belief that most of the corrupting influences in American politics could be erased and 
the government generally made more responsive by one basic improvement. That is, simply for 
more good citizens to participate in politics. “We get the government we deserve, not the one we 
wish for,” remains a guiding star for a free people. We offer a meaningful movement of political 
Clubs as the most practical means by which broad citizen participation may be achieved. 

In Memoriam:  Larry Minniear 

In fond remembrance, we share the news of the passing of 
our friend and long time Pachyderm Club member, Larry 
Minniear. A member of the National Federation of 
Pachyderm Clubs board of directors, Larry's contributions to 
our Pachyderm organization made a positive difference in 
Tennessee and across the United States. 

Larry passed away February 6, 2020, in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. He is survived by Janet, his wife of 27 years. A 
friend to so many of us, he will be missed but never forgotten. 
Our prayers go out to the Minniear family and friends. 
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Like us on Facebook! 

Facebook.com/NationalPachyderms 

Featured Club:  Lewis & Clark Pachyderm Club 

 

The Lewis & Clark Pachyderm Club is one of our great clubs serving the St. 
Charles County, Missouri area. They set a great example of how Pachyderm 
Clubs serve an important role in educating citizens beyond “pure politics” and 
elections, but also in many facets of civics and our communities.  

Hosting candidate forums and elected officials 
will of course remain a core aspect of Pachyderm 
Club speaker schedules, but Lewis & Clark 
frequently presents a diverse set of speakers on a 
variety of important subjects. 
 
 

For example, over the past year, in 
addition to hosting Missouri Secretary 
of State Jay Ashcroft, speakers have 
covered topics such as human 
trafficking, red flag laws, and animal 
welfare.  These are great examples for 
other clubs when thinking of your 
program speakers. 

 

2Alex Salsman – MO Firearms 
Coalition 

3Mindy Patterson – The Cavalry Group 

4Emily Russell – MO Human 
Trafficking Task Force 

Community Involvement: Scholarships 

The St. Charles County Pachyderm Club’s reach 
extends well beyond its regular meetings.  Its annual 
Pachyderm Club scholarship was founded in 1995 by 
Mike Hazelbaker.  It began as $500 funded by Mike 
and has grown to a Club-sponsored scholarship of 
$1,000.  SCCPC had partnered with a local university 
for all those years, until 2019. By mutual agreement 
the club decided to partner with Ranken Technical 
College.  The winner selected this year is Gavin Parks 
from St. Charles County. 1Mike Hazelbaker (left), Gavin Parks (scholarship recipient), 

Martin Mares 


